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Charlie Lockard’s fine build of the Tamiya 
1/48th scale Fairey Swordfish captured the 
votes for Queen and Country against some fine 
competition at the January meeting.

The classic Fairey Swordfish biplane torpedo 
bomber served the British Empire well during all the 
years of WWII despite its apparent obsolescence at 
the beginning of the war, even flying alongside its 
supposed replacement, the Fairey Albacore biplane. 
Eventually the Albacore was dropped from operations 
long before the Swordfish. Known affectionately as the 
“Stringbag,” (a reference to a string shopping bag, which, 
like the Swordfish, could carry almost anything) the 
Swordfish was well-loved by the men who flew her and 
the mechanics who serviced her. Swordfish flew with a 
variety of offensive armament in addition to torpedoes, 
including bombs, mines, and rockets. Air-to-surface-
vessel radar was later used to enhance its anti-shipping 
capability. Swordfish carried one forward-firing Vickers 
.303 machine along with another Vickers or Lewis .303 in 

the rear cockpit. The Swordfish could be equipped with 
wheeled landing gear or twin floats.
Charlie’s model depicts a Swordfish Mk-I floatplane 

operated by Royal Navy 765 squadron operating from 
Lee-on-Solent in southern England during 1940. The 
model was built using the kit decals along with Tamiya’s 
photoetched set for additional detail. Tamiya acrylic 
paints were used for the majority of the paintwork. 
Subtle weathering brings a sense of realism to the model. 
Congratulations, Charlie, on a well-deserved victory. n 

 The
Winners
   Circle

‘‘British Empire’’

D e L aW a r e  Va L L e y  S C a L e  M o D e L e r S  /  C h a p T e r  i p M S  u S a

Newsletter

Visit the DVSM website: www.dvsm.org

February 2015

PhoTo By PAuL ToMCzAK

Fairey Swordfish Mk-I 
by Charlie Lockard

Swordfish P4084 Y-BL of 765 sqn., the subject of Charlie’s 
model, at Lee-on-Solent in 1940.



2

Presidents’ 
Corner by Paul Tomczak

i
t looks like winter has finally arrived 
here in PA. After several weeks of balmy 40-50 
degree weather, we finally switched to winter. It 
was so cold my dogs won’t even go outside. They 
are Chihuahuas, after all, so I am not surprised. 

They hate the cold. Now that we have two feet of snow on 
the ground I will never get them outside again. however, 
that can only mean one thing - time to warm up the work 
bench and put some serious model time in.  

i’ve decided this year I will put a new model on the 
theme table each month. With 11 theme builds (don’t 
forget the double build!) plus our Shelf of Doom project 
that will mean at least 12 builds. I spent some time over 
Christmas vacation going through my stash and deciding 
what to build. I have even set up a blog post to track my 
work and some of my fellow online modelers are planning 

to put some builds up 
based on our themes. 
Pretty cool. I have 
already planned 8 of 
the builds. 

My January 
theme build was 
actually finished in 

November 2015 and was never shown at DVSM so I am 
counting that one as “new”. I have already finished my 
theme builds for February and March. I started them after 
Christmas and put the finishing touchs on them mid-
January. A pretty good start if you ask me. My May build 
is already on the bench and being built. I just finished 
spraying the interior colors as I type this. Why is silver 
paint so hard to clean up?! As for my April build, I am 
having trouble picking the right model. Need to give it 
some more thought but not too long.  

Thanks to everyone who brought in their Shelf of 
Doom models for our first meeting in 2016. Looks like 
we had 12 models photographed and entered in our club 
build. We are doing the same for our February meeting. 
If you want to participate don’t forget to bring your Shelf 
of Doom model to get it photographed and entered. 
Remember if you clear a spot on your Shelf of Doom I am 
sure you will find another model to put there! 

See you all in February. happy Modeling! n

January: “The BriTiSh eMpire”
Winner: Fairey Swordfish by Charlie Lockard

February: “CaTS & DogS”
Something with any feline or canine name or depiction, 
for example, an M41 Bulldog tank; Navy Panther, Cougar, 
or “_ cat” aircraft; Mercury Cougar; Buick Wildcat; 
Sunbeam Tiger: any Jaguar; F-86D “Dog Sabre,” etc.

March: “MaDe FroM TreeS”
A model of something with a major wood content, for 
example a woody station wagon, Dehavilland Mosquito, 
WWI biplane, or a PT Boat.

april: “FirST anD LaST”
Subject that was either the first or the last of its kind.

May: “Big anD SMaLL”
Any model, any era, but smaller or larger than the usual 
scale. 

June: goLD/SiLVer/Bronze ConTeST
No theme contest.

July: “SoMeThing ToWeD”
Something that was towed or is modeled as being 
towed (i.e., with the towing device or vehicle), for 
example a junked car; 105mm howitzer; an airliner or 
X-plane to a runway; a truck trailer.

august: “hauLerS”
A model of something that hauled cargo.

September: “The ForTieS” 
A model of any subject that dates from 1940 – 1949.

october: “Doo Wop, DuCk & CoVer”
A model of a subject from the “Atomic Age” / Rock ‘n 
Roll Era roughly 1954 - 1963.

november: “neW anD iMproVeD”
This month requires two models, one being an 
improved, successor variant of the other, for example, a 
P-51C and P-51D; 1948 Ford and 1949 Ford; B-24D and 
B-24J;  Successive Sherman tank variants.  For cars, 
they must be close successors, i.e., a 1948 Ford and 

1964 Ford do not qualify.

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike Turco at MATurco@aol.com

Monthly Theme 
Contests 2016

nexT MeeTing

February 5
• Theme Contest 
“Cats & Dogs”
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January Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

HMS hood, 1/350, by Dave Anderson Supermarine Spitfire IXc, 1/48, by Joe Volz

Bristol Beaufighter, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak British merchant ship SS Wendover, 1/700, by Bob Cicconi

1932 Cadillac V-16 Dual-cowl Phaeton, 1/24, by Mike Turco Concavenator, 1/40, by Paul Tomczak
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January Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

1930 Rolls Royce, 1/24, by Mike Turco. Photo by Mike Turco B-17G Flying Fortress, 1/48, by Dave Anderson

Jedi Starfighter, 1/72, by Drew Volz

British Grenadier Guards Officer by Joe Vattilana Grumman F4F-4 Wildcat, 1/72, by Paul Tomczak
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Join IPMS/USA 
Why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/uSA, 
of which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPMS/uSA! “By Modelers, 
For Modelers”

What do i give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: 
$58. Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

What do i get? A membership card with your IPMS 
number that entitles you to enter the IPMS/uSA National 
Contest, plus the magazine, IPMS/uSA Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM 
Newsletter or the IPMS/uSA brochure, see our IPMS 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVSM meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
Lockard, Charlie 5          5
Gill, Tom 4          4
Brown, Logan 3          3
Turco, Mike 3          3
Vattilana, Joe 3          3
Cicconi, Bob 2          2
Volz, Joe 2          2
Anderson, Dave 1          1
Tomczak, Paul 1          1

Monthly points are awarded as follows: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2016 Theme Contest Point Standings to Date
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MCF-110115

This is our 25th show so the  
theme is “SILVER” this year.  
Wayne PAL Hall, PAL Drive,  
Wayne, NJ (973-696-2896)

FOR CONTEST AND VENDOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Bill Schwarz: 732-567-3724 (No calls after 9 PM) Email: whsch@optimum.net

Registration info: Adults–$15 (includes unlimited model entries). Walk-In’s–$10. Kids under 16– $5 (children 
under 12 free). Active members of the military are also free. No bills larger than a $50.

Visit our web site at www.njipms.org for more information

The “Make & Take” will be from PM to PM. “Make & Take” kits donated by 
IPMS/USA. Please note that registration ends at 12 noon. Models “should not” 
be removed until awards ceremony. There is “No snow date” for this show.

• Best “SILVER” theme 
• Best Armor 
• Best Ship 
• Best Aircraft 
• Best Civilian 
• Judge’s Best 
•  Tailhook Award 

(US Naval Aircraft) 
• Trifecta category 
• Club “Make & Take” table  
• Doors open at 9:00 am 
• Judging begins at 12:00 pm 



BnB hoBBy & Train DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & k hoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

Main Line hoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MiLLenniuM hoBBieS 
& The gunDaM kiTChen
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

neW ConCepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

hoBByMaSTerS, inC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z hoBBieS, inC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the Local hobby Shops
ThaT SupporT our CLuB


